
Medicine in Britain: Self-Assessment Sheet 

You should use this sheet to assess what your strengths and weaknesses are, and which topics you 

most need to revise. In the RAG column, colour code each topic to show your understanding. 

Red = I can’t do this  Amber = I can partly do this  Green = I can do this 

You should use the Notes column to write down where you can find notes on this in your exercise 

book (e.g. 23 September) 

 

Key Topic 1 Medieval England, 1250-1500 

# Outcome RAG Notes 

1 I can define the words treatment, prevention and diagnosis and 

give examples of each 

  

2 I can describe the main medieval theories about what caused 

disease (God, Four Humours, Astrology, Miasma) 

  

3 I can explain the importance of Galen and Hippocrates for 

Medieval medicine 

  

4 I can describe the conditions in medieval towns and cities    

5 I can describe the symptoms and causes of the Black Death   

6 I can describe different treatments and preventions used by 

physicians during the Black Death 

  

7 I can explain why different treatments and preventions were 

used by physicians during the Black Death 

  

8 I can describe the roles of physicians, apothecaries and barber 

surgeons in medicine 

  

9 I can explain the impact of the Church on ideas, treatments and 

approaches to hospital care  

  

10 I can explain why it was difficult to develop new ideas about 

medicine in the Medieval period 

  

 

Key Topic 2 Renaissance England, 1500-1700 

#  Outcome  RAG Notes 

1 I can describe the main theories about what caused disease in 

the Renaissance (GFAM, transference) 

  

2 I can explain the importance of Thomas Sydenham in improving 

the diagnosis of disease 

  

3 I can explain the importance of the printing press and the Royal 

Society on the spread of new ideas 

  

4 I can explain the importance of Andreas Vesalius for anatomy   

5 I can explain the importance of William Harvey and the 

discovery of the circulation of blood 

  

6 I can describe the causes and symptoms of the Great Plague   

7 I can explain the importance of the government for preventing 

the Great Plague in 1665 

  

8 I can explain how doctors treated and prevented the Great 

Plague in 1665 

  



 

Key Topic 3 Industrial Britain, 1700-1900 

# Outcome RAG Notes 

1 I can explain the importance of Edward Jenner for the 

prevention of disease 

  

2 I can describe the causes and symptoms of cholera   

3 I can explain the importance of John Snow for the fight against 

cholera in 1854 

  

4 I can explain the importance of Louis Pasteur’s Germ Theory on 

the prevention of illness 

  

5 I can explain the importance of Robert Koch’s work on microbes   

6 I can explain the importance of Florence Nightingale for 

improvements in hospital care  

  

7 I can describe the three main problems in surgery in the early 

nineteenth century (Pain, Infection, Blood Loss) 

  

8 I can explain the importance of James Simpson (chloroform) 

and Joseph Lister (carbolic acid) for surgery 

  

9 I can explain the importance of the Public Health Act (1875) for 

the prevention of disease 

  

 

Key Topic 4 Modern Britain, 1900-Present 

# Outcome RAG Notes 

1 I can explain the importance of magic bullets for the treatment 

of illness 

  

2 I can explain the importance of Alexander Fleming and Florey & 

Chain for the development of penicillin 

  

3 I can explain the importance of the government for the 

development of penicillin 

  

4 I can explain the importance of penicillin for the treatment of 

illness 

  

5 I can explain the importance of the NHS for improvements in 

hospital care 

  

6 I can explain the importance of the government for the 

prevention of lung cancer (e.g. public smoking ban, cigarette 

packaging laws, public health campaigns) 

  

7 I can explain the importance of the discovery of DNA for the 

prevention of disease 

  

8 I can explain the importance of the Human Genome Project for 

the prevention of disease 

  

9 I can explain the importance of blood tests, scans and monitors 

for diagnosis 

  

10 I can describe hi-tech medical and surgical treatments used in 

hospitals 

  


