


2017-18 Term Dates
(subject to change)

Term 2 Mon 30 Oct 2017 to
Wed 20 Dec 2017

Term 3 Tue 2 Jan 2018 to
Fri 9 Feb 2018

Term 4 Mon 19 Feb 2018 to
Thu 29 Mar 2018

Term 5 Mon 16 Apr 2018 to
Fri 25 May 2018

Term 6 Mon 4 Jun 2018 to
Fri 20 Jul 2018

2017-18 Inset Days
(subject to change)

Friday 10 November 2017
Friday 8 December 2017 
Tuesday 2 January 2018
Friday 9 February 2018
Monday 19 February 2018
Friday 16 March 2018
Friday 6 July 2018

Please contact the Academy for 
more information about our events.

Dear Parent/Carer 

We have had a very positive start to the
2017-2018 academic year.

We held a total of 6 Open Mornings for
parents and prospective Year 7 students
which have been well attended and a
successful Open Evening on 28th
September.  The feedback from those
who came was very complimentary.

We also held two Parent Workshops for SEN and Curriculum.  The latter 
was well received and we had some useful input from parents/carers 
who attended.  Further SEN and other themed Workshops will be run-
ning throughout the year.  Please do come and join us.

Our new Year 7 students had their Tutor Evening where parents/carers 
meet their daughter’s tutor to discuss the term so far.  The feedback from 
this evening was tremendous with every question receiving over 90% 
positive.  

The students had their School Council hustings to choose individual form 
representatives on the Council.  They have already brought ideas to the 
table.  Well done!

School trips included a visit to the White Rock Theatre, another to
Glyndebourne to listen to Opera and a Year 7 History trip to Battle Abbey.

Students all ‘Wore it Pink’ on the last day of term to raise money for 
Breast Cancer.

We hosted a session from Hofesh Shechter as part of the on-going annual 
programme of workshops and performances with this prestigious dance 
company.  Our 6th formers also attended one of their performances at 
Sadlers Wells.

And finally we were delighted to be visited by a number of ex-students 
from the Class of 1967 who spent the morning touring Upper School and 
reminiscing about their days at what was then Hastings High School for 
Girls.  It was lovely to meet them and hear about their experiences from 
50 years ago! 

Ms Dohel 
Principal 

Proud to be at Helenswood



Notice to Parents/Carers
Year 11 
A letter has gone home to all Year 11 parents/carers to inform them that 
the Academy will be open on 3 Inset days (10th November, 9th & 19th 
February) so that their daughters can receive additional examination
support from teaching staff.

They should attend in full school uniform and the dining hall will be open 
as usual so students can obtain food.

Lower School Library
The Academy will keep the Lower School Library open and staffed until 
5.00pm on Monday and Tuesday every week for a trial period.

Payments for School Lunches
During the holidays we will be having a ParentPay cash loader fitted 
in school.  Students will be able to load cash onto their accounts be-
fore school and during break and lunch times.  They need to be aware 
that neither the cash machine or the Finance Office will be able to give 
change and it may take ten minutes for this money to appear on their ac-
counts.  Once the machine has been installed no credit will be accepted 
at the catering tills and all accounts will need to be in credit prior to 
students being able to make a purchase in the canteen.

The easiest way to get credit onto your ParentPay account is to top up 
online, please email finance@arkhelenswood.org stating your daughter’s 
name and year group for an activation letter.  ParentPay can be accessed 
by computer, phone or tablet.  If internet access is a problem a Paypoint 
barcode can be issued for lunch payments, please contact the school for 
further information.

Students in receipt of free school meals should be aware that they have 
£2.10 to spend daily but amounts that remain unspent at the end of the 
day are not carried forward to the following day.  Students can spend this 
money at break or lunch time but it must be spent on hot or meal deal 
purchases.

Canteen
This week students have had the opportunity to sample some healthy 
home-made soups. Flavours have included Tomato and Basil, Sweet Po-
tato, Red Pepper and Ginger and Winter Vegetable. So far the feedback 
has been very positive and as a result we intend to introduce this on a 
trial basis as a daily lunchtime option for the Autumn and Winter period. 



Sandrock Pathway 
changes wins award!

Last year Mr Clarke was recognised with the prestigious East Sussex
Divisional Award which was presented by Her Majesty’s Lord
Lieutenant and the High Sheriff. Mr Clarke was instrumental in
ensuring the local area is secured with CCTV, secure fencing, lit
pathways and safety signs. This has improved local security significantly

Mr Clarke is also our lead member of staff regarding e-safety and we 
are proud to have him on our staff. We have included a message from 
him on the following page. 

Keep up with the latest activities. 
We’re on Instagram, Facebook and 
Twitter

Our new app is ready to download! 
Head to your Apple or Play Store 
and search for “Helenswood”



In school, the education of responsible use is incorporated into assemblies, 
behaviour management and even the wider curriculum; we want to inform 
our students to understand the dangers of using apps like Instagram and 
SnapChat inappropriately.

Some points I would like to highlight:

Applications like SnapChat, Instagram, Twitter and Facebook require the 
user to be at least 13 years old.
For their safety, all applications should be set to private.
Even with privacy on, these applications still allow children access to 
inappropriate content.
Even with privacy on, strangers can still access content your child may 
post. If one of their friends shares their private content, that content is 
then bound by the privacy setting of that friend. It only takes one friend 
to have their privacy turned off for the world to see it.
A private account does not protect your daughter.

With regards to online behaviour between students:

Our zero tolerance to bullying extends to electronic devices and          
social media too and our in-school device ban has been very effective 
in terms of maintaining good behaviour between students and in class. 
We thank you for your continuing support.
We also need support from you as parents/carers when managing their 
behaviour out of hours. It is often the case that friendship issues caused 
by inappropriate online behaviour is brought into school, which can 
potentially disrupt their learning and is avoidable.
If your daughter is receiving unwanted or hurtful messages, take some 
screenshots for evidence, block the user and switch the device off. You 
can report abuse to CEOP at https://ceop.police.uk.
Not engaging with the abuser is the best course of action but we know 
that arguments can go on so please do monitor your daughter’s use of 
their device to protect them.
We also endorse a ‘too tired to learn’ philosophy which encourages no 
use of electronic devices after 9pm so students get to sleep at a 
reasonable time. This also discourages online abuse, as most arguments 
we are informed about, happen past this time and sometimes in the 
early hours, even on a school night. Again, this is avoidable.
When in school, safeguarding your daughter is our primary concern and 
we will report all abuse if deemed necessary. We trust you do the same 
using the above information when at home.
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We fully understand how
important using social media is to 
the girls but we also need to
ensure they use it responsibly 
too.

This requires your help.

If you have any questions
regarding these points, the use of 
electronic devices or social media 
apps, please contact the school 
on 01424 753040 and ask for the 
E-Safety Officer or email

esafety@arkhelenswood.org

Ed Clarke
Web & Media Manager

Important message to 
parents about e-safety



It was World Teachers’ Day this term 
and students had plenty to say

Year 11 Natalie Williams is raising money for 
Cystic Fibrosis Trust and both Miss
Warburton and Mr Murphy are running a 
gruelling 26 mile marathon in support

Please give generously to:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kieronmurphy82



Congratulations to our many 
“Stars of the Week” for their 
exceptional work, attitude to 
learning and going above and 
beyond in their communities



Celebrating the renunion of Hastings 
High School for Girls Class of ‘67
We were pleased to host a visit from some members of the class of 1967.  
They spent a couple of hours touring the Upper School and
reminiscing about their days at Hastings High School for Girls.  We also 
had some school photos from that era which were examined in detail and 
names not thought about for many years were recalled and discussed.

It was lovely to meet them and share their enjoyment and experiences of 
50 years ago and also to learn more about the history of Ark
Helenswood.



Our new Year 7 students have settled 
in and feedback has been fantastic

If you have not already seen it, we 
have an incredible video on our
social media channels celebrating 
the 951st anniversary of the famous 
Battle of Hastings



The ‘world famous’ Hofesh dance 
company are back giving Ms Vanner’s 
dance class a lesson

Always raising awareness, our
invaluable in-school Place2Be service 
received further promotion in the last 
week of term



D&T Club are revving up with their 
electric race car project

Mrs Fautley and her music students 
ready for Mozart’s Cosi fan Tutte at 
Glyndebourne



If you are considering which school to 
attend, you really need to arrange a 
visit to Ark Helenswood Academy



On the last day of term we raised 
money for Breast Cancer Now with 
a Mufti Day and cake sales.





We will be running Lockdown
procedure drills throughout the year
in line with Government
recommendations


