


Dear Parents/Carers and Ark Helenswood
students and staff,

Well done on completing the first term of the
academic year, and as you sit back and relax I
hope that you are still sporting your ‘Where’s
Wally?’ outfit from today’s first whole
academy fundraising day of the year!

An important aspect of being an Ark
Helenswood girl is the commitment that we
make to our community. All of our girls strive
to be outstanding members of their community every day: showing pride 
in their school, making a positive contribution, and treating one another 
with respect. Part of our commitment to one another is our charity work. 
Students on our Lower School site are able to access support for their 
mental well-being through the charity work of Place2Be. Volunteer
counsellors are supervised by a fully qualified School Project Manager, 
and together they provide one to one counselling services as well as 
group and drop in services. We really value the work of Place2Be. We 
know that they make a significant difference to health, happiness and 
well-being of members of our academy, and so all our fundraising efforts 
this year will be for this charity. This is of course different to previous 
years, where each house (Austen, Curie, Nightingale and Pankhurst) have 
nominated their own charity to raise funds for. But that tells you just how 
important their work is to us. We all know that growing up in a world of 
social media places huge pressures on us, at a time when we are at our 
most vulnerable, and Place2Be helps lots of our girls learn to look after 
their own mental health and well-being. So I really hope that we will have 
been able to dig deep and raise as much money as possible today. This is 
particularly important as the event will be supported with match funding 
of up to £1000 by the Barclays Community Investment Fund. For every £1 
raised by the girls today, Barclays will match that up to £1000. Thank you 
to Barclays for supporting our work – we really appreciate it.

And of course ‘Where’s Wally?’ day will mark the end of a long and busy 
term! Well done to all of our Year 7 students who have settled so well into 
the life of an Ark Helenswood girl. Well done to Year 10 who have settled 
into life at the Upper School site. And good luck to Year 11 students as 
they start their revision for their forthcoming GCSE mock examinations 
(23rd November to 4th December). 

Please do have a really good half term break, and a reminder that the 
academy will be closed for a staff training day on Monday 2nd November, 
so we look forward to welcoming you all back to Term 2 on Tuesday 3rd 
November.

With best wishes,

Lucy Monk
Principal

Upcoming Events

18 Nov 
2015

Ark 6th Form East
Sussex Open Evening 
from 6pm to 9pm at 
Ark William Parker
Academy

25 Nov 
2015

Year 11 Awards
Evening from 7pm at 
Ark Helenswood
Upper School 

9 Dec 
2015

Year 9 Parent / Carer 
Evening from 4:30pm 
to 6:30pm at Ark
Helenswood
Lower School

16 Dec 
2015

Year 11 Parent / Carer 
Evening from 4:30pm 
to 7:30pm at Ark
Helenswood
Upper School

17 Dec 
2015

Xmas Carol Service 
from 7pm at St Helens 
Church, The Ridge, 
Hastings

Term 2 Dates

2 Nov 
2015 INSET Day

3 Nov 
2015 Welcome to Term 2

18 Dec 
2015 End of Term 2

Please contact the Academy for 
more information about our events.



Ark Helenswood Academy 
named Hastings’ best
performing school

For the second year running, Ark Helenswood Academy has the 
highest percentage of students getting at least five good GCSEs, 
including maths and English, with 62% of students achieving 
that level this summer – five percentage points ahead of the 
next-highest set of results.

Among those students at Ark Helenswood who achieved
particularly good results was Hira Hussain, who got two A*s and 
eight As. Hira, who is now at Ark Sixth Form East Sussex, said: 
“The revision classes really helped, and the teachers were
brilliant. They were so supportive.”



Art & Design’s new 
GCSE Photography suite 
see its first students this 
term

Ark Helenswood Academy has
created a new photograhy suite 
for GCSE students using Intels new, 
super-fast NUC Mini PC’s.

Small, powerful and hard-
working, they produce high-
definition displays, can
render detailed digital images
and are designed to help the
students get the most out of
the latest software for
stunning results.

Hannah Betts, Head of Art &
Design, enthused “working
with digital images can
be frustratingly slow when
they are in high-resolution but
the new suite allows students
to work at a much faster
pace, which allows for
better digital
experimentation and
ultimately, better results“.



Prospective Year 7
students enjoying our 
successful Open Days We always welcome

prospective students of all 
years to visit our Academy and 
see learning in action. Please 
contact the office and make an 
appointment.

Year 6 students from around
the Hastings & St. Leonards
area visited Ark Helenswood
Academy throughout the
week to enjoy the displays
put on by subject teachers
and had lots of questions
about life here at the
Academy.

Well done to our student
guides who worked incredibly hard and were both
helpful and informative to the parents and students. The
feedback was fantastic and parents were really impressed
with the attitude of the students here, while the Year 6
students were happily enjoying some of the experiments,
products and topics they will be learning about when they
progress to Year 7.



Parents! Did you know?
Schoolgateway is the new way to pay!
At www.schoolgateway.com you can register with your email 
address and mobile number to enable electronic payments for 
dinner money, school trips and project contributions. If you 
have an iPhone or Android mobile you can even download the 
Schoolgateway app.

The parents page on our website is 
full of information about keeping 
your daughter safe online, tackling 
homophobic behaviour and
understanding more about
extremism. If any of these areas 
affect you, please use the resources 
available or you can contact the 
school office and speak to one of 
our Safeguarding Officers.

Need help with homework?
For information about the tools we use and how to open a
variety of different file formats like Word, PowerPoint and PDF, 
visit our parents page at http://arkhelenswood.org/life-school/
parents.

Having trouble with E-Safety? 
Don’t know what your daughter 
is up to on social media? If you 
have any questions about the 
apps they use, what they put on 
their profiles and the impact their 
content has on their safety and 
future prospects, email
esafety@arkhelenswood.org for 
more information.

Does your child have WhatsApp?
WhatsApp is one of the main channels of
abuse children receive yet you have to be
16 years old to use it. There’s a reason for
this too and that’s because it’s open to
abuse with standard settings. Please check
your child’s phone and ensure their safety.
https://www.whatsapp.com/legal/



Ark Helenswood Academy 
students wow shoppers in 
Priory Meadow

An incredible dance and 
gymnastics display
entertained shoppers in 
Hastings’ Priory Meadow 
Shopping Centre on
Saturday 26th September by 
the dancers of Ark
Helenswood Academy and 
Ark William Parker
Academy.

This was an opportunity 
for members of the public 
to enjoy the hard work and 
dedication of the Academies 
students and to meet the
Principals to ask questions 
and discuss relevant matters 
with members of the
Leadership Group.

Credit to the hard work of 
the students and the
Performing Arts & PE
department for a wonderful 
show.



On Friday 18th September two year 10 students Cacilia Copland 
and Michaela Flynn took a trip to the Pier Hub to attend a
workshop run by the project coordinator Jake Bowers in oral
history techniques.  

The students were trained in using recording equipment and 
learnt about oral history best practice.

After the training, the students attended a badge making
workshop.  The badges, which say “I helped Hastings Pier”, will 
be given to people who have shared their memories of the Pier.

The oral histories will be used by Helenswood students to
create a dynamic performance piece.  This will be performed in 
the community and hopefully on the Pier.

Ark Helenswood Academy 
are involved in a very
exciting project with the 
Hastings Pier Charity
entitled “In Living Memory”

If you wish to contribute, please 
visit the Charity website at
http://www.hpcharity.co.uk

We will have a stall at ASDA on 
30th October from 12 noon to 
5pm. If anyone has a Pier
memory to share, we would love 
to hear it.



The badge-making students 
in support of the “In Living 
Memory” project

Thanks to the Art & Design Faculty 
for their support of the Hastings 
Pier Charity project by creating 
badges to hand-out to those who 
share their memories.

Our pier is undergoing a major
reconstruction since a fire
destroyed it 5 years ago this 
month.

If you wish to contribute, please 
visit the Charity website at
http://www.hpcharity.co.uk



Ark 6th Form students at
the National Theatre

University Fair at the
Emirates Stadium

The purpose of this trip was for students to explore the options 
available to them after Sixth Form. The Fair provided an
excellent springboard for students to commence their research. 
Students were able to see representatives from
every University and Higher Education provider in the UK
including admissions tutors and former students.  They provid-
ed detailed course information through leaflets and
prospectuses for students to further develop their research.

Our Sixth form students
went to the National
Theatre to see a
performance of
Timberlake Wertenbaker’s
Our Country’s Good, which
is a text they study in
Year 12.

“A great interpretation of 
the play“ as quoted by
one student.

Ark 6th Form East Sussex is a 
top-performing 6th form with a 
reputation for delivering excellent 
outcomes for Hastings. Many Ark 
6th Form students progress to top 
Universities.

We are always happy to greet
potential students from Hastings 
and the local community to Ark 
6th Form East Sussex.

Our Open Evening will be held 
from 6pm on Wednesday 18th 
November at Ark William Parker
Academy.

If you would like to see our sixth 
form in action, please contact 
Donna Howell on 01424 448225
to make an appointment.



In other news!

Fostering Service

East Sussex County Council 
fostering service places all 
children and young people 
from East Sussex who
cannot live at home and we 
have an ongoing need to
increase the number of
foster carers available. We 
aim to place children with 
carers from their area so that 
they are able to keep their 
friends, their school and the 
things familiar to them when 
they come into care.   

We have leaflets and post-
cards in our reception areas 
but if you would like to find 
out more about the service, 
please phone 01323 464129.


