


Upcoming Events

15 Jan 
2016

Year 11 Careers Fair
Ark Helenswood
Upper School

20 Jan
2016

Year 13 Parent/Carer
Evening from 4:30pm 
at Ark Helenswood
Upper School 

27/28 
Jan 

2016

School Musical from 
7:00pm at Ark
Helenswood Upper 
School

3 Feb
2016

Year 9 Parent / Carer 
Options Evening from 
6:00pm at Ark
Helenswood Upper 
School

10 Feb
2016

Year 12 Parent/Carer 
Evening at Ark William 
Parker Academy

Term 3 Dates

4 Jan
2016 INSET Day

5 Jan
2016 Welcome to Term 3

11 Feb 
2016 End of Term 3

12 Feb
2016 INSET Day

Please contact the Academy for 
more information about our events.

Notice about adverse weather conditions:
Although it is unseasonably warm this winter, should we
receive adverse weather, please keep up to date with closures 
at https://payments.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/
schools/schoolsearch/8454055.aspx or follow @ArkHelenswood

Dear Parents/Carers,

And so the term draws to a close in a
flurry of activities. The last week of
the Autumn term is always filled with
Christmas lunches, concerts, and end
of term celebrations and of course
this year has been no different. I
would like to take this opportunity to
thank all of my wonderful staff team
who, at the end of a very long term,
always manage to find that last bit of
energy to ensure that the Senior
Citizen Christmas Party goes with a swing; the Christmas Concert 
hits the right note, and Christmas lunches and entertainment 
are full of fun and excitement. Our last day of term this year 
we will be raising the rafters in both schools with a ‘sing a long 
a Frozen’; we’re hoping that you will be able to hear us where 
ever you are in St Leonards or Hastings!

Of course a huge thank you goes to all of our families for your 
contributions to the gifts which were handed out to our guests 
at the Senior Citizens Christmas Party. Many of our guests come 
back every year and they enjoy the beautiful spread prepared by 
our students, as well as the conversation with the school
council, and performance from our fantastic performing arts
students. But a lasting reminder of the party are the shoeboxes 
of gifts which they take away with them; filled with tempting 
treats provided by all of our families. Thank you for making it 
possible to provide this event year after year.

Have a wonderful break. Thank you for all of your hard work this 
term and we look forward to welcoming you all back on Tuesday 
5th January at 8.45am.

With best wishes,
Lucy Monk
Principal



Remembering our
British values this
Christmas time

We live in difficult times. Watching or reading the news will tell 
you of the lives of millions of people who are fleeing terrible 
conditions in their home countries, looking for safety and
freedom from violence and persecution. They wish to live in 
peace and raise their children in a safe and friendly environment 
which is why it is so important that we remember our British 
values and support those who wish to adopt our British values.

It’s a complicated mix of Governments dealing with the issues 
they feel threaten their way of life, protecting those who seek to 
come to safer countries while trying to determine the
difference between economic migrants, refugees and terrorists. 
In recent events our Government has agreed to begin
bombing in Syria as well as Iraq to help secure our country from 
the threat of terrorism. Whether we agree or not, it is
completely understandable that the news and more importantly 
what is shared on social media can be quite alarming and
difficult to comprehend, particularly for young people.

Terrorism is something people of all faiths and beliefs are 
against and it is important we remember that if we stand
together, ignore and block unhelpful, hateful social media
messages and support each other regardless of race or religion, 
the world will be a safer, better place.

Together, we should:

• enable students to develop their
   self-knowledge, self-esteem and
   self-confidence;

• enable students to distinguish
   right from wrong and to respect
   the civil and criminal law of
   England;

• encourage students to accept
   responsibility for their behaviour,
   show initiative, and to
   understand how they can
   contribute positively to the lives
   of those living and working in the
   locality of the school and to
   society more widely;

• enable students to acquire a
   broad general knowledge of and
   respect for public institutions
   and services in England;

• further tolerance and harmony
   between different cultural
   traditions by enabling students
   to acquire an appreciation of and
   respect for their own and other
   cultures;

• encourage respect for other
   people; and

• encourage respect for democracy
   and support for participation in
   the democratic processes,
   including respect for the basis on
   which the law is made and
   applied in England.



Ark students awarded 
top prizes for outstanding 
GCSE results

Former GCSE students at Ark William Parker Academy and Ark 
Helenswood Academy have been awarded a total of £1000 in 
book vouchers to recognise their outstanding academic
achievements and support them to succeed at sixth form.

20 students – ten from each school – were awarded Marshall 
Wace Sixth Form Book Prizes, supported by Ark, the high-
performing school network of which both schools are members.

Enormous pride was felt by the teaching staff at both schools. 
The prizes were received by the current Year 12 students in 
a ceremony attended by Year 11 students to show what hard 
work, determination and focus can allow students to achieve.



Local best-selling author 
Laline Paull visits the 
Academy to discuss her
recent book and answer
questions from the girls

Described in the press as a “fantasy with a sting in its tail”,
playwright Laline Paull’s debut novel, The Bees, is causing some 
excitement in the book world and is already in the Amazon
best-sellers list. Laline took time out to visit the girls of Ark
Helenswood Academy to discuss her new book and answer
questions from budding new authors.

A really motivational session helped everyone to understand
how rejection led to determination and failure led to success.

Questions such as “what about being dyslexic?” were met with 
answers such as “no problem, just do it!”. Inspirational!



Year 8 students applying 
cubism to their Living 
Painting Project
volunteers

In Art & Design, as part of a cubism project Year 8 students are 
reproducing their own version of The Weeping Woman by
Picasso. Having painted the backgrounds and gaining plenty of 
practice face-painting, the final pieces are coming together and 
will be displayed throughtout the school before the end of the 
year.



Success at the Sussex 
Schools’ Sports Acrobatics 
and Gymnastics
Competition

Held at the University of Brighton in Eastbourne, there were 12 
Primary Schools, 11 Secondary Schools and 297 entries in total.
We came away with 26 gold, 23 silver and 11 bronze medals, the 
Advanced Compositional Group Trophy and the Overall Team 
Trophy for the eleventh year running.
 
Our girls were superb and we’re very proud of them. Well done!



Year 10 visit Grosvenor 
House Residential Care 
Home



Year 10 students Cacilia Copland, Michaela Flynn and Eleanor 
Holman took a trip to the Grosvenor House Residential Care 
Home - together with project coordinator Jake Bowers to
interview residents about their memories of the Pier.  This is part 
of the ongoing In Living Memory Project with Hastings Pier
Charity.

Residents, Marion Hearnshaw, Jean Coussens, Doreen Mersh, 
Beryl Blower and Keith Fydell shared some very moving and 
funny stories with the students.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank them kindly for 
sharing their memories.

The oral histories will be used by Helenswood students to
create a dynamic performance piece. This will be performed in 
the community and hopefully on the Pier.



Senior Citizens Christmas 
Party

Ark Helenswood Academy students and staff welcomed local 
senior citizens to their annual Christmas Festivities.

Catering students provided a wonderful spread; members of 
the School Council served tea whilst Performing Arts students 
entertained the audience with music and dance.

The party culminated with Father Christmas making a surprise 
appearance and with help from the performers, presents were 
handed out to every guest.

One member of the audience said “I look forward to this event 
every year. The staff at the school are so welcoming and the 
students are so polite, kind and talented”.

Thank you to all the students and families who contributed to 
this wonderful event.



Students from Ark Helenswood, Ark William Parker and Ark 6th 
Form joined together this year for the annual Christmas Concert.

The students performed with enthusiasm and confidence in a 
true festive spirit.  

There was music for everyone from traditional carols,
contemporary festive hits to a Rock style band thrown in from 
the 6th form boys. 

It was a thoroughly successful concert; where students
showcased their superb musical talents.

Well done to all who took part.

Collaborative Christmas 
Concert



Merry Christmas!



Merry Christmas!



Merry Christmas!



Merry Christmas!



Enjoy your holidays!
Remember, the Academy 
opens on Tuesday 5th 
January 2016 @ 8:45am

Merry Christmas!


