


Upcoming Events

7 Mar 
2016

International Women’s 
Day Conference
including the Year 11
Careers Fair from 
9:00am at the Upper 
School

16 Mar 
2016

Year 10 Parent/Carer 
Evening from 4:30pm 
at the Upper School

21 Mar 
2016

Official opening of 
Hastings Pier

22 Mar 
2016

Ark Helenswood Dance 
Show from 7pm at the 
White Rock Theatre

23 Mar 
2016

Year 12/13 Parent / 
Carer Evening
(invite only)

Term 4 Dates

22 Feb
2016 Welcome to Term 4

24 Mar 
2016 End of Term 4

Please contact the Academy for 
more information about our events.

Dear Parents/Carers,

As a busy term draws to a close and
as a staff team we head to the Ark
Schools Conference to celebrate our
network of schools, I would like to
wish you all a happy and safe half
term break.

We said goodbye to Ms Farmer,
Vice Principal, at the beginning of
term 3. Ms Farmer joined us to cover
an interim post in January 2015 and
has led the Upper School site in that time. We wish her well as 
she moves onwards to a new post. Mr Connor has been
appointed as the new Vice Principal: Data and Curriculum and 
is well known to the academy from his time leading the Maths 
Faculty. I am sure that you will all join me in congratulating Mr 
Connor on his new appointment.

Our annual self-review will take place after half term, and we 
will be asking all students and parents/carers to complete a 
questionnaire on our provision. I would like to encourage you to 
complete your questionnaire and return it to us. We work hard 
to address any concerns which you raise with us, and this annual 
review is an important part of our self-review process.

And finally, I would like to congratulate all of our girls on a
fabulous terms work. Our Year 11s are now in the final count-
down towards their GCSEs, with their second set of mocks as 
soon as we return for Term 4; and Year 9 students are making 
their all-important option choices. A tough term of hard work, 
but we know that this will all pay off in the long run!

Have a really good break from school and we look forward to 
seeing you all back once again ready for 08:45 on Monday 22nd 
February.

With best wishes,
Lucy Monk
Principal



Safer Internet Day 2016
#SID2016
Tuesday 9th February 2016 was Safer Internet Day where both 
staff and students work together to highlight responsible use of 
the web, remembering to be nice to one another, ensuring apps 
are configured correctly so content is private, know who your 
friends are, not to post personal information and not to talk to 
strangers.

Because the web is so much fun it’s important we remember to 
be safe when using it, so parents and carers, please do remind 
your daughters about their online responsibilities.

#benice
#thinkbeforeyoupost
#reportabuse



Following on with the
e-safety theme,
Rich Cottell entertained 
our students with a 
strong message

With lots of singing (and that was just our Year 9s), Rich Cottell 
entertained us with his latest music and a strong message of
being safe online by checking your privacy settings, not being
hurtful to others and most of all, having fun!

#checkyourprivacy
#nobullying
#havefun



Parents! Did you know?
Schoolgateway is our current way to pay!
At www.schoolgateway.com you can register with your email 
address and mobile number to enable electronic payments for 
dinner money, school trips and project contributions. If you 
have an iPhone or Android mobile you can even download the 
Schoolgateway app.

The parents page on our website is 
full of information about keeping 
your daughter safe online, tackling 
homophobic behaviour and
understanding more about
extremism. If any of these areas 
affect you, please use the resources 
available or you can contact the 
school office and speak to one of 
our Safeguarding Officers.

Need help with homework?
For information about the tools we use and how to open a
variety of different file formats like Word, PowerPoint and PDF, 
visit our parents page at http://arkhelenswood.org/life-school/
parents.

Having trouble with E-Safety? 
Don’t know what your daughter 
is up to on social media? If you 
have any questions about the 
apps they use, what they put on 
their profiles and the impact their 
content has on their safety and 
future prospects, email
esafety@arkhelenswood.org for 
more information.

Does your child have WhatsApp?
WhatsApp is one of the main channels of
abuse children receive yet you have to be
16 years old to use it. There’s a reason for
this too and that’s because it’s open to
abuse with standard settings. Please check
your child’s phone and ensure their safety.
https://www.whatsapp.com/legal/



Year 8 form lead an
assembly on New Year’s 
resolutions

8CW led an assembly on New Year’s resolutions, encouraging 
Year 8 to have a resolution for something they can do at home 
and at school. They gave advice on how we can all work
together to keep our New Year’s resolutions and will be
catching up with the year group later in the year to see who has 
kept them!



Year 7s hard at work for 
the official opening of 
Hastings Pier

All Year 7 students are busy in Art & Design preparing for the
reopening of our beloved Hastings Pier. The bunting is
handmade and decorated and will feature at the launch for all
to see.

To support the Pier, visit www.hpcharity.co.uk



Ark Helenswood wowed 
in virtuoso piano recital

She’s one of the most acclaimed and accomplished classical
pianists in the world – now, musical virtuoso Garam Cho has 
performed at Ark Helenswood Academy ahead of a major
international music competition.

Garam Cho, who reached the final of the Hastings International 
Piano Recital Competition last year, gave a powerful piano
performance at Ark Helenswood on the school’s own Steinway 
piano.

Garam Cho’s visit to Ark Helenswood, which is Hastings’
highest-performing school, was part of the Hastings
International Piano Concerto Competition’s educational and 
outreach programme.

As well as enabling competitors to perform at local schools, the 
programme gives schools in the area free transportation and 
tickets to the competition’s early stages. The aim is to expose
local students to classical music and give them the chance to 
hear world-class young pianists play.



Ark Helenswood violinists 
selected to join acclaimed 
youth orchestra

Ark Helenswood Academy students Sam Brown and Paige
Birchley, who have been playing violin together for seven years, 
have been accepted into the East Sussex Youth Orchestra after 
an open audition with musicians from across the county. As 
members of the East Sussex Orchestra, Sam and Paige will now 
tour France with the group, supported by the Royal Academy of 
Music’s Professor of Conducting, Colin Metters.

Sam Brown said: “I want to audition for the Royal Academy of 
Music and the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra in a few years and 
getting into the East Sussex Youth Orchestra is a big step
towards that. “We’ve had weekly violin lessons at Ark
Helenswood to help prepare for the audition, which was
really helpful. It meant that we’d always have really great,
helpful feedback on how we could improve and get ready for 
the audition”.

Paige Birchley said:
“Music is really
important to both of us 
and we chose to come 
to Ark Helenswood in 
Year 7 because of its 
reputation for
performing arts.



Remembering Shrove 
Tuesday

Lots of flour, eggs and milk 
were being used in the 
Food Technology room this 
week as the Year 9’s got 
into the spirit of Shrove 
Tuesday; making pancakes.  

They had great fun
practicing their ‘flipping’ 
skills.



In other news!

Fostering Service

East Sussex County Council 
fostering service places all 
children and young people 
from East Sussex who
cannot live at home. We have 
an ongoing need to increase 
the number of foster carers 
available. We aim to place 
children with carers from their 
area so that they are able 
to keep their friends, their 
school and the things familiar 
to them when they come into 
care.   

We have leaflets and
postcards in our reception 
areas but if you would like 
to find out more about the 
service, please phone 01323 
464129.

Please remind your daughters that if walking home alone it is 
best to avoid using the pathway behind St. Helen’s Church. We 
have met with the Council and there are plans to improve the 
area’s visibility by cutting back on the hedges, including those 
hedges alongside the road too. Signs will be placed shortly and 
we are looking into fencing the wooded side and installing CCTV 
subject to consultation with the relevant authorities.


