


Upcoming Events

24 Jun
2016

INSET Day

29 Jun 
2016

Year 6 Parents Evening 
for entry to Academy

30 Jun 
2016

Year 11 Prom @ 7pm

5 Jul 
2016

Sports Day

13 Jul
2016

Awards Evening and 
Art Exhibition @ 4pm

TBC Summer Fair @ Ark 
William Parker

Term 6 Dates

6 Jun
2016 Welcome to Term 6

15 Jul 
2016 End of Term 6

All students will return to the 
academy at 08:45am on Monday 
6th June, ready and raring to go 
for their end of year exams. All 
parents/carers have received 
confirmation of exam dates from 
your heads of year, but a
reminder that all school
information letters are posted 
onto the ‘Letters’ page of the 
academy website:
http://arkhelenswood.org/about-
us/letters . If you are not
receiving your emails from the 
academy please do take the time 
to check that we have your most 
up to date email address.

Dear Parents/Carers,

This term got off to a flying start with a visit
from OfSTED for a monitoring visit following
our July 2015. The whole team was pleased
that our progress to date was appreciated,
and in particular that our students are
enjoying the depth of understanding which
our longer lessons gives us. Although we
only made the change to our lesson length
in January 2016, we are already seeing a
real difference in the quality of learning which girls can
experience in all lessons.

As ever though, we have had a busy term. The arts are such an
important part of our work here at Helenswood, and it was 
great to be able to be part of the build up to the opening of the 
pier, with a performance of dance and drama on the pier itself 
on Saturday 14th May. The elements may have been slightly
challenging, but the girls still put on a great performance. Of 
course Helenswood girls will be forever etched into the pier 
itself. I am sure that many of you will have already visited the 
pier, and may even have stepped out the waltz in the footprints 
which can be found around the pier. These footsteps are from 
our own dancers, and it’s lovely to know that our artists will be 
leading the way for other dancers for many years to come. We 
really are contributing to the living history of the pier.

Freezing conditions, following by bright sunshine was also the 
name of the game for our intrepid explorers as they completed 
their Duke of Edinburgh expedition. The programme is offered 
to students from both Helenswood and William Parker, and is a 
great experience. All students passed their expedition sections 
and we wish them every success as they complete their final
presentations in order to pass the full award. 

In the meantime, I would like to wish you all a safe and happy 
half term break!

With best wishes,
Mrs L Monk
Principal



Performing Arts
students bring Hastings 
Pier memories to life

Ark Helenswood Academy and Ark 6th Form students travelled 
back in time to the heyday of Hastings Pier and entertained 
audiences on Saturday 14th May through dance and drama.
The crowd were treated to the sounds of Pink Floyd, Jimmy 
Hendrix, Rolling Stones and Madness.

Members of the public said:
“How lovely to see young people performing on our new Pier.  
The costumes were so colourful and such a great mixture of 
music.  The students performed with such professionalism.  A 
credit to their schools.”.

Niall Whitehead – Head of 
Performing Arts said:
“This is part of Ark
Helenswood commitment 
to offering our students the 
very best performing arts 
experiences in our schools.”.

Our schools are now part of 
the Living History of the Pier.



Year 10 students
completing their Duke of 
Edinburgh assessment

Year 10 students from Ark Helenswood and Ark William Parker 
have spent the last two weekend’s completing their
expedition assessment for the ‘Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 
Award’! Mr Burchell, Ms Sims (WP) and Miss Scott (HW) are 
pleased to announce that all the students have passed the
expedition section of the qualification.

As a part of small teams, students were required to plan, train 
for and complete an unaccompanied, self-reliant assessed
expedition of two days and one night. In addition to this
students have completed Monday afternoon training sessions 
and a two night practice expedition, which saw some students 
camping in temperatures plummeting to -6 degrees.

Students are now required to complete their final presentation 
in addition to their skill, physical and volunteering sections in 
order to complete the full award.

What a fantastic achievement 
for our Ark Academy girls and 
boys; well done to you all!





STEM comes to Ark
Helenswood Academy

Students had an
amazing time when
STEM came to Ark
Helenswood Academy
to promote careers in
Science, Technology,
Engineering and
Mathematics.

Promoting these
subjects is vital for the
future of our economy
and if you are
interested to find out
more, visit:

www.stemsussex.co.uk



Head Girl Team handover 
to new students

Representing our students for 
2016/17 are Beth Morton and 
Phoebe Harris as the new Head 
Girls. Supported by Deputies 
and Heads of House team, they 
represent the students and
liaise with the Leadership of 
the school to ensure the best 
possible education service.

Congratulations!



Elaine Parr, Partner at 
Ernst & Young visits Year 
10 Business studentsMiss Scott’s Year 10 

Business Studies class 
had the honour of 
Elaine Parr presenting 
her business
experience and
wisdom. Now a
partner at Ernst & 
Young, students learnt 
about her journey 
from Helenswood 
School to her current 
position.

This was followed by 
the students
presenting their
business acumen to 
Elaine for constructive 
criticism and
feedback.

Hard work and
determination was 
the overwhelming 
response as well as 
overcoming personal 
barriers such as
confidence.

A big thank you to 
Elaine for her
contribution.



Well done to Year 7’s in 
the Super Sixes Athletics. 
3rd place overall.

Again, 3rd
place overall
for the Year
9/10 Stoolball
Tournament. Well done 
girls!



Congratulations to
Charlotte for being
            awarded ‘Player
            of the Year’ at the
            Hastings Junior
            Badminton Club.

            A superb
            achievement!

Upcoming Dates

15 Jun 2016 Year 10 Rounders Tournament
21 Jun 2016 Year 8 Rounders Tournament

24 Jun 2016 Year 7-10 Area Athletics @ Ark
WIlliam Parker Academy

28 Jun 2016 Year 7 Rounders Tournament
29 Jun 2016 Year 9 Rounders Tournament
5 Jul 2016 Sports Day (Year 7-10)

7 Jul 2016 Ark KS3 Athletics Championships -
Crystal Palace National Stadium



News from the Primaries

Our Business Ambassadors, Rubie and Neo have been work-
ing with the Hastings Education Futures Trust’s ‘Working Ways’ 
project which involves primary and secondary children from 
local schools being given a guided learning walks around local 
businesses.

Twelve retail companies in and around Priory Meadow
Shopping Centre hosted eleven schools showing them what it 
was like to work in Hastings and specifically what it was like to 
work on their shop floor.

The students were shown back offices, delivery areas, stock 
areas, staff rooms and staff shared details of their team
meetings, strategies and company policies. A real ‘real life’
experience which would enable the children to see different 
and new opportunities.  At their final meeting, the
ambassadors were asked to give a presentation about what 
they had learned, take a look at our Facebook page.

Our children were resplendent 
in yellow recently;  glowing for 
St Michael’s Hospice’s Yellow 
Day to raise money and
          awareness for the
          Hospice.

           The children raised
           £104.53!



Thinking of Ark
Helenswood?
Come and visit us!


