


Upcoming Events

Summer Holidays

Term 1 Dates (2016/17)

5 Sep
2016 Welcome to Term 1

21 Oct 
2016 End of Term 1

Dear Parents/Carers,

And so I’ve come to the point where I can
deny it no longer, I really am writing my
very last entry in the Ark Helenswood
Newsletter. This term’s newsletter once
again celebrates all that is great about our
lives together as a Helenswood family, and
of course this serves to reinforce just why
and how much I’m going to miss you all. 

For those of you who were lucky enough to be part of our
Annual Awards Afternoon on Wednesday afternoon you will 
know that I am not the only member of the senior leadership 
team leaving this year. Miss Kate Rogers, Vice Principal will also 
be leaving Helenswood today. Miss Rogers has given passion 
and commitment to the Helenswood team and students for 24 
years. Personally it has been a privilege to be able to be part of 
her development from teacher, to Assistant Principal, to Vice 
Principal over the last 8 years. I am sure that Miss Rogers will 
look back over her many years of service with great joy. She has 
shaped the lives of many young women, all of whom hold her 
in the same high esteem as all of us who have had the pleasure 
of working with her. From PE teacher to Vice Principal has been 
a journey of highs and lows I’m sure – but all the time she has 
kept the well-being and achievement of all students in the
Helenswood family at the forefront of your leadership. Thank 
you Miss Rogers, from us all. 

We are also saying good-bye and thank you to a very few other 
members of the team, who have not been with us quite as long 
as Miss Rogers, but who have nevertheless made a great contri-
bution to our girls’ education. Mr Siddique is relocating to the 
north of England, and left us earlier in the term. Mrs Eames is 
hanging up her apron from the Lower School kitchens to take a 
well-earned rest in her retirement. Mrs  Amigo Sariego has only 
been with us for a very short time in the Spanish team, but we 
bid her ‘adios’ as she heads along the coast to take up a Spanish 
teaching role in another school, and finally we say a fond fare-
well to our little English firecracker: Miss James.



Miss James has trained as part of the Teach First programme 
with us, and had a very successful 2 years on the programme. 
The highlight of her year this year will have been leading the 
Debate Society to success when they came home with the Ark 
School Secondary Debating Trophy, beating off stiff competition 
from all of the Ark secondaries in the network. Whatever her 
next step is in her professional life we know that she will be a 
great success, and would like to thank her for her amazing
contribution to the English Faculty.

But I would like to use my final few words to say a huge thank 
you to you, our parents and carers, for your support of all the 
team in the past year, and of course over my leadership of the 
school.  We pride ourselves on the achievements of our
community and our last day today will be a shining example of 
that as we head out into the sunshine for our ‘Right Royal
Summer Fayre’. But none of this would be possible without the 
support of our families, and so thank you.

I would like to wish every single one of my girls the very best of 
success for the future. You all have the potential to travel some 
truly amazing journeys in your lives, as long as you commit to 
realising your dreams with hard work and determination every 
single day. Have fun today and every day at Helenswood; your 
school days really are the best days of your lives, even if they 
don’t always feel  like it at the time! And remember ‘once a
Helenswood girl, always a Helenswood girl!’ I too have been 
proud to be a Helenswood girl! 

With best wishes,
Mrs L Monk
Principal

All students to return to school at 8:45am on Monday 5th September 2016



Celebrating the end of 
year, the Queens
birthday and our British
values with our ‘Right
Royal Summer Fayre’





Year 13’s celebrate at 
their Prom

Ark 6th Form students and staff celebrated the Year 13 Prom in 
style at the Powder Mills Hotel in Battle.

The students and staff enjoyed a buffet supper, laughter, music 
from DJ Dozza and a photo booth which seemed to bring out 
the fun side of everyone, including the staff!

It was a great night for the year group to let their hair down 
and spend time together before moving on to their chosen 
pathways.

Mr Doherty, Head of Year 
13, said “Our students have 
worked incredibly hard over 
the last two years at Ark 6th 
Form and this was a fantastic 
opportunity for us to send 
them on their way in style. 

They have been a brilliant 
year group to teach and all 
the staff who attended
enjoyed the opportunity to 
wish them well for the
future.”



Ark Helenswood
students invited to meet 
the Prime Minister
Students from Ark Helenswood enjoyed a unique visit to
Number 10 Downing Street where they had the
opportunity to meet (now departed) David Cameron
during his last week in office and to pose questions to
major politicians including (now Home Secretary)
Amber Rudd, MP for Hastings and Rye.

The visit was a celebration of the partnership between
the Royal Shakespeare Company and key schools across
the UK who have developed outstanding teaching and
performances of Shakespeare. Ark Helenswood is
recognised as a key hub school supporting the teaching
and learning of Shakespeare in schools across Hastings
and Rother, and students were invited to Number 10 in
recognition of their work with young people across the
region.

The day included a tour of the Prime Minister’s residency,
including the Cabinet Room, followed by a special drama
workshop run by expert practitioners from the Royal
Shakespeare Company.  David Cameron addressed the
students, welcoming them to the Prime Minister’s official
residence and lending his support for the teaching and learning 
of Shakespeare for young people. Local MP, Amber Rudd also 
took part in the event, answering questions from a politically 
engaged student audience.

The event marks a new stage in Ark Helenswood’s partnership 
with the RSC and the beginning of their future as a Lead
Associate School in East Sussex.

The students had an
unforgettable experience 
describing the visit as “an 
amazing day with a chance 
to see Number 10 and
engage in a brilliant drama 
workshop.”

Ark Helenswood will be
initiating an exciting new
programme introducing 
young people to innovative 
drama workshops across
primary and secondary 
schools in the region to
support Shakespeare
learning for all.





Success at Town Sports

Ark Helenswood students 
produced great results at 
this years Town Sports. We 
have some future sporting 
champions in the making.

Well done girls!



Year 9 Safety Sign
competition winners 
make the news
improving community 
safety

Year 9 students Sam and Abi 
both designed the winning 
safety sign which has now 
been fitted at Sandrock
Pathway between Sandrock 
House and St Helens Church 
on The Ridge.

Working together with Cllr 
Andy Batsford, Cllr Warren 
Davies, Rev Paul Parks,
Community Safety Manager 
John Whittington, Ark
Helenswood Academy made 
great improvements to the 
area to increase visibility and 
safety for students and the 
wider community who use 
the pathway.

Congratulations on the
winning design.



Strong performances in 
our Sports Day shows
future champions! The rain held off and the day 

showcased how strong and 
determined the girls were to 
perform in the athletic areas.

Highly competitive results 
means we have great future 
competitors in the regionals 
and nationals.

Well done girls!



Our Year 11’s celebrating 
their Prom

After all their hard work and 
dedication, it’s time for the 
Year 11 girls to celebrate 
Prom and enjoy whichever 
new direction they choose to 
take.



A stunning display at the 
Sussex Schools’ Sports 
Acrobatics and
Gymnastics Competition

Ark Helenswood girls produced a stunning display of
gymnastics to become both Advanced Compositional Group 
and Best Overall Team winners.

An incredible achievement.



Thinking of Ark
Helenswood?
Come and visit us!


