


2017-18 Term Dates
(subject to change)

Term 1 Mon 4 Sep 2017 to
Fri 20 October 2017

Term 2 Mon 30 Oct 2017 to
Wed 20 Dec 2017

Term 3 Tue 2 Jan 2018 to
Fri 9 Feb 2018

Term 4 Mon 19 Feb 2018 to
Thu 29 Mar 2018

Term 5 Mon 16 Apr 2018 to
Fri 25 May 2018

Term 6 Mon 4 Jun 2018 to
Fri 20 Jul 2018

2017-18 Inset Days
(subject to change)

Monday 4 September 2017
Tuesday 5 September 2017
Wednesday 6 September 2017
Friday 29 September 2017
Friday 10 November 2017
Friday 8 December 2017 
Tuesday 2 January 2018
Friday 9 February 2018
Monday 19 February 2018
Friday 16 March 2018
Friday 6 July 2018

Please contact the Academy for 
more information about our events.

Dear Parent/Carer 

Welcome to the final newsletter of the
academic year 2016-2017. 

This edition is filled with stories about trips,
events and celebrations. 

We had some sterling sports results coming
2nd overall in the Hastings and Rother Girls
League. We won 7 gold, 8 silver and 4
bronze medals in the Town Sports. Well done to all the girls that
competed.  

The sporting theme continued into a very successful Sports Day. Year 10 
joined the Lower site students and sixth formers offered their support at the 
event. It was a warm but breezy day and the atmosphere was electric. The 
ice cream van was an added bonus! Staff and students both
commented positively on a great day. 

We have just had some brilliant academic news. Abbie Baggs and Jessica 
Maxwell Penny achieved 1st and 3rd place out of 1431 students over the 
Ark network, in their Year 8 Science assessments . Very impressive indeed!

Our reward trips included a Year 7 trip to Legoland, Year 8 to the Harry 
Potter studio and Year 9 to Thorpe Park. Our students were role models 
throughout and we had many compliments from members of the public. 
Well done girls. 

University trips were high on the agenda this term with Year 7 visiting the 
University of Southampton and Year 6, the University of Sussex. 

The Year 6 trip was on the last day of a 3 day transition programme.
Students were buzzing by the end of the three days and we very much look 
forward to seeing them all in September. I would like to thank the staff 
involved, in particular, Mrs Phillips and Ms Lelliott. Also a huge thank you to 
the Lower School new Head Girl Team and the additional helpers – we could 
not have done it without you. 

We also had two final trips abroad, a Year 7 and a Year 8 trip to Boulogne. 
Tout allait bien. Thank you to Mr Wheeler for leading these trips.

We said a farewell to Year 11’s in an entertaining and emotional Leavers’ 
Assembly followed by a beautiful Prom evening. The girls were amazing. I 
would like to thank Ms Coleman, Ms Atkin, Mrs Deeprose and their
helpers for undertaking the hard work in arranging the evening for the girls. 

I had the pleasure of attending the Ark Music Gala at the Barbican
Centre. This is a very prestigious place to perform and students across all 
Ark schools displayed their musical prowess. Well done to our students for 
their performance and to Ms Fautley for her leadership throughout. 



Our election for the new 
Academy House names
declares a winner

The Intergroup dance performance prompted the following quote from a long 
standing member of staff “That is the best thing I have seen at the school.” An 
accolade indeed.  I would like to thank Ms Vanner and the performers for all 
their hard work. 

The final large event before the end of year assembly was our Summer Arts 
Festival which brought together a display of all the achievements. We combined 
the Intergroup dance performances, gymnastics and drama performances,
displayed GCSE Art and Design & Technology work and our Year 10 Catering
students prepared refreshments for visitors. A fantastic afternoon was had by 
all.

We hosted the final Parent Workshop of the academic year on Exam Techniques.  
Further evening workshops for parents are planned for next year. I will also be 
hosting open Parent mornings. Please do join in. 

We look forward to seeing you all on Thursday 7th September at the start of the 
day.

Ms Dohel 
Principal 

Proud to be at Helenswood



Future champions in the 
making during Sports Day



Time to say goodbye to Year 
11 as they celebrate at Prom



Robot Wars mayhem as year 
7 and 8 Design & Technology 
students build remote control 
monsters for STEM Day 2017



Celebrating our Stars of the 
Week for their hard work and 
dedication



Year 7 Language students 
having a wonderful time in 
Boulogne



Art, Drama, Dance and Design 
& Technology featured in our 
incredible Summer Arts Festival



The hard work of 7KH raised 
over £60 for Bluebell Ridge 
Cats Home

We also donated £30 to
sponsor Pod 27 which will help 
to provide accommodation for 
any cats waiting to be rehomed. 

Visit www.bluebellridge.org.uk 
for more information.

Teachers from Ark Helenswood, 
Ark William Parker and Ark 
Blacklands enjoying their Royal
Shakespeare Company training



The ultimate maths lesson
includes gravitational pull and 
hydraulics at Thorpe Park

7 gold, 8 silver and 4 bronze 
at Hastings Town Sports
There were some outstanding individual performances from Ark Hel-
enswood students in the recent Town Sports where all local secondary 
schools compete against each other. 
Year 7:
300m 2nd - Sydney Bhambra
Shot 2nd - Niamh Vincent
Discus 2nd - Niamh Vincent
Javelin 3rd - Ellie Kourti
Long jump 3rd - Tia Knowles
High jump 2nd - Tali Akompey

Year 9:
High jump 2nd - Tamsin Poole
Triple jump 2nd - Hannah Dine

Year 8:
Discus 1st - Erin Knowles
Javelin 1st - Nafisa Rahman
Long jump 3rd - Hannah Barnicott Hill
High jump 1st - Jess Kent
Triple jump 3rd - Abbie Baggs

Year 10:
200m 2nd - Esme Campbell Marshall
Shot 1st - Abi Merison
Discus 1st - Rhia Pegge
Javelin 2nd - Lena Pennington
Long jump 1st - Esme Campbell Marshall
Triple jump 1st - Esme Campbell Marshall



Our fantastic Intergroup 
Dance Day is what makes
Helenswood unique



Ark Helenswood students
appreciating the amazing 
staff at the Conquest Hospital
Mrs McGachy’s form 8HM wrote letters of appreciation and support  to 
staff in the A&E department at the Conquest Hospital. The staff were so 
touched by the letters some of them were reduced to tears. The letters 
are now on display.



Year 10 Geography Field Trip 
to Swanage
Mr Mallindine and his Year 10 Geographers took part in their annual 
pilgrimage to Swanage to complete GCSE coursework.  For once they had 
excellent weather as can be seen from the photos taken by Niamh Langan 
below.



Awesome reward trips for 
those who have maintained 
good attendance / behaviour
This year we were able to offer reward trips to those students who have 
maintained good attendance and good behaviour throughout the school 
year. The trips to Chessington, LEGOLAND, Harry Potter, Thorpe Park and 
The Lion King were an excellent opportunity to celebrate with those
students who consistently meet the Academy expectations. The trips were 
a great success and all the students who attended appreciated the
opportunity to be rewarded in such an exciting way!

Helenswood students
performing at The Stables 
Theatre this summer

Ark Music Gala

Mrs Faultley and 8 of our musical 
students travelled to London to 
be part of the 9th Annual Music 
Gala held in the Barbican Centre 
on 30th June.  The theme for this 
year’s event was “Mother Earth” 
and featured a hugely diverse 
repertoire, featuring traditional, 
classical and pop songs. 
Congratulations to Sammy Kelly, 
Saffron Humphrey, Erin Hayward, 
Hannah Goddard, Lizzy Warner,
Layla Fisher, Diana Androsca, 
Phoebe Starr on their
performances.

http://arkonline.org/news/music-
everything-9th-annual-ark-music-
gala


