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Module B602 : Good and Evil

You will need to show knowledge and understanding of Christian
beliefs, teachings and attitudes on:

Good and Evil

Concepts of Good and evil

God and the Devil (Satan)

The Fall, Original Sin and Redemption

The problem of evil

Concepts of Moral and Natural Evil
Approaches to why there is evil and suffering in the world
Responses to the problem of evil

Coping with suffering

Understanding ways of coping with suffering
Sources and reasons for moral behaviour
The Bible

The conscience

Faith in Christ

Remember

“Beliefs” - this is what Christians believe about their religions based on the teachings in the
Bible and/or from the Church; for instance, ideas about God and Jesus; the events of the
creation or crucifixion, etc.

“Teachings” - refers to rules/quotes/sayings from the Bible (suchas® do not mur der”
“l ove t hy onitcoulyl eferaawhdt the different Churches teach.

“Attitudes” - are the ways in which a believer interprets those beliefs and teachings. Note
this is a trigger word for you to realise that some Christians believe one thing and other
Christians believe another.

For example, some Christians think that divorce is wrong because...... On the other hand,
others believe that divorce is the lesser of two evils because ...

“Support” — this means you cannot just make a statement and leave it there. You need to
explain why that statement is being used. “Christians think marriage is important to God”
‘because God is present at the ceremony and blesses the couple as he did to Adam and

Eve”.

“Respond” — this word is asking you to think about what Christians would do when faced
with a particular



The Exam Paper

Each Module paper will be divided into three sections. Module B602
(Philosophy 2) will contain questions on the topics of: Religion and Science;
Religion, Reason and Revelation; and also Good and Evil. You must choose to
do TWO topics out of the three you have studied in this module. In each section
on the exam paper, you will find that there are six questions — from six different
religious viewpoints. Ignore the religions you have not studied. You need to
answer the Christianity question, which comes after the Buddhism question.

Each question is in five parts.
All the questions are in the following form:
(@) 1 mark for knowledge
(b) 2 marks for knowledge,
(c) 3 marks for knowledge,
(d) 6 marks for understanding, and
(e) 12 marks for evaluation. Total: 24 marks.

The Part (a) Questions

These are questions which are testing your knowledge, for example, ‘What is
meant by the word good?” Answer: “The word good means ttw something
which is not bad or harmful to other pecple

The Part (b) Questions

These questions are again testing your knowledge but your answer will need to

contain more information than the part (a) questions. Question: “Name two types

of suffering”. Answer: i Y ou ¢ an hsuffeeng pubhyasa bookeh leg
andalso religious suffering whichisfaeel i ng t hat God has

The Part (c) Questions

These may ask for three pieces of information or ask for a description. If you are
asked to describe — do not just put a list of points but elaborate on them. For
instant, if you were asked to answer the question: “Describe Christian beliefs
about moral evil” — you must not just say: “they believe it is bad; it is a sin; and
it is doing wrong”. You would need to say: “Christians believe that moral evil is
a wrong action committed by a person against another person such as “murder”.
This is considered to be a sin and is against the Ten Commandments “do not
murder”.

So — since you will be asked what words mean make sure you have
learnt all the words in the glossary.



The Part (d) Questions

These questions are asking you to show your understanding — you will need to
show “how” and “why” things happen because of Christian beliefs or teachings.
These questions will probably begin with the word “explain”. So, remember to
use the word “because” in your answer.

For example:

(d) “Explain what Christians believe about Original Sin”. [6 marks]
AChristians believe that Original Sir
disobeyed God. It is called Original Swecauseat was the first sin to happen in
Gododés good worl d. Some Christians say

tempted Eve in eating from the Tree of knowledge of good and evil. This was a
sinbecauss he was going against Godeb.&odc omn
had given Adam and Eve the gift of freewill which means they had a choice to
obey him or not. God gave them freelwgicauséne wanted them to love him

freely and not be robots. Some Christians believe that babies should be baptised
becauseeverym e when they are born are taini

The Part (e) Questions

These questions are asking you to present an argument and to evaluate. You will
need to show differing points of view and you must support the views with
examples. So if you say “Christians say moral evil is wrong” — you need to say
why they believe it is wrong and give an example. You MUST refer to a
Christian point of view somewhere in your answer otherwise you will not
achieve full marks and also you MUST give your own viewpoint otherwise
again you will not achieve full marks. For instance:

(e) “If God was all good he would not allow people to suffer”. Discuss this
statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a
personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer.

Some people might agree that if God was all good he would not allow people to
suffer because you cannot be good and then allow evil to happen. Many children
die each day in the Third World due to poverty and disease so surely, if God has
created everyone he would not allow innocent babies to suffer and die.

Other people might disagree that if God was all good he would not allow people
to suffer because they do not believe in God. Therefore it is wrong to blame
something that does not exist for suffering in the world. Suffering just happens
and we should recognise this and stop moaning about it and either do something
ourselves to stop it or don’t. It is a matter of choice.



However some Christians might say that God is all good and that it was not God
who let evil into the world. It was Adam and Eve who misused their gift of
freewill and chose to disobey God’s command.

Other Christians might argue that even though God is all good he has to allow
suffering to happen because we can only know the difference between good and
evil if we can have something to measure it against. Also God wants us to help
other people; this is what Jesus did when he came to earth and taught Christians
to love thy neighbour. When disasters such as the Tsunami 2004 Boxing Day
happened, many people in the world rushed to help those who were so badly
affected by this event and this is what God wants us to do.

| think that if God was to help out everyone all the time and did not allow
suffering then the balance between good and evil would not exist. It would be as
the Book of Revelation says: a time when there are no more tears or suffering.
However since this is to happen at the end of time | am not sure | want it to
happen just yet. | think that suffering is the price to pay for the gift of freewill.

In conclusion although it seems as though it is wrong for God to allow suffering
there are reasons for it and we as mere humans cannot understand the plans of

God anyway.
Good and Evit Key Words
Key word Definition
Agnostic Someone who is not being sure whether God exists or not.
Atheist Someone who does not believe in God.
Conscience A sense of right and wrong.
Golden rule ¢KS GSFOKAY3a (KIG aleéea WwWiz2pS e2
Immorality The stateof never dying.
Job A good man from the Old Testament that was tested through suffering
and remained faithful to God.
Moral evil Suffering caused by actions done by humans.
Natural evil Suffering caused by natural causes such as disease or nditasters

such as tsunamis.

Omnibenevolent

God is alloving.

Omnipotent God is atpowerful.

Omniscient God is atknowing.

Omnipresent God is everywhere.

Original sin The idea that after the Fall, all humans were born in a state of sinfulne
whichy SSR D2RQa& KStLJ 12 20SND2YS®

Redemption To be forgiven for your sins if you are sorry.

Sacrifice Something that is offered up or given up; It often means something th:

offered to God.

The Devil/Satan

The force of evil, seen as a figure temptpepple to do wrong.

The Fall

Il RIFY 3 9@SQa oNBIF{AYy3d 2F D2RQa
the Garden of Eden.

Theist

Someone who believes in God.




CHRISTIAN BELIEFS ABOUT GOOD ANDAddIand the Devil

Key ideasGod is more powerful than thBevil, so good is stronger than evil. God created people
with free willto allow them to choose for themselves and consider consequences.

U Christianity teaches that God is perfect and the source of all goodness. He is the beginning of
everything anceverything which God created is good.

U SomeChristians say that if there is evil in the world, then there must also be a power of evil
as well as good. This power is known as the Devil and as a fozed; tdfe Devil desires to
work againstGod and temphumans to act in an evil way.

U Not all Christians believe that the Deig a real being and that the Devil is just a symbolic
way of showing how people struggle between the choice t@dodor be tempted to do
evil. Humans make this choice by using tHege will which they were created witHeg.
Mother Teresa chose to be good and help the unloved, while Hitler chose to be evil and
commit acts of genocide.

U The story of the Devil as a fallen angel is not found in the Bible, but in the Jewish and
Christianwritings of the Apocrypha.

U There are few references to the Devil in the Bible.

o0 The Devil appears as a serpent in Genesis 3 where he convinces Eve to eat from the
Tree of Knowledgef Good and Evd thereby disobeying God.

o Inthe story of Job where heaiggests to God that Job is only obedient to him
because he is protected so well by God. God therefore allows the Devil to bring all
kinds of suffering upon Job to demonstrate that Job will remain faithful to God,
which he does.

o0 The Devil appears to tempégus in the wilderness offering food and wealth + power,
but Jesus remains faithful.

Quotations
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THE FALL, ORIGINAL SIN AND REDEMPTION
Keyldea. @ NA&aAYy3a FNRBY (GKS RSIFIRX WSadza al SR KdzYl y

U Eve fell to temptation according to the Bible and picked from the Tree of Knowledge of Good
andEvisb KA OK KIR 0SSy T2NBARRSY o6& D2R GKSNBT2

U This event is known as the Fall and was when Adam and Eve were driven out of the Garden
of Eden.

U The Roman Catholic Church states that original sin is the way in whtdnistareborn with
a lack of holinesabout themwhich is different from any actual sins that people commit
themselves through choice.

U Some Christians believe that being made in the image of God would have made humans
immortal. However, they lost their imantality when they ate the forbidden fruit.

U ThephraseriginalsinR2Sa y 20 I LIISIENI Ay (GKS . AteftS 0 dzi
the Romans making this a Christian idea. (Not inherited from Judaism)

U/ KNARAGALFIYa oSt ASPS anfrirastoriNghR &MtlojisipAwth hiindansD 2 R Q 3
andthose who seek forgiveness will have the relationship restored. The death of Jesus on
the cross is seen as a substitute for the punishment that original sin deserved and reopens
the way to God.

Quotations
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G C2 NJ D 2dihe &vérld tha & §ave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
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THE PROBLEM OF EVIL

Key Idealf God is omnipotent, omniscient and ordmenevolent, how can God allow evil to exist?
U Christians say that there are two types of evil:
o Moral Evilg Suffering causetly the cruel or uncaring actions of humans. Eg. Hitler
and the Holocaust.
o Natural Evik Things that cause suffering but have nothing to do with humans. Eg.
The Japanes&sunami.
U Some people could argue that events which would be classed as natural evils could in fact
indirectly be caused by humans such as the effects of climate change brought upon by the
build up of greenhouse gasses over time.




RESPONSES TO THE RENMEDF EVIL
Key IdeaChristians believe God has a plan beyond human understanding that allows evil and
suffering.

U Some people might argubat a good God would not allow evil and suffering to exist.
Options are:

0 God does not exist
o God is not all powerful
0 God is responsible for evil and suffering as well as good.

U An argument to help explain the existence of pain and suffering is that Adam and Eve
disobeyed God in the Garden of Ed8uit if God had created them to be perfect, why were
they allowed to disobey and choose to do evil by disobeying?

U TheChristian MonKkranaeus (13@ 202 CE) said that people needed to suffer and needed to
be made to choose between good and evil otherwiseytwould be like mindless
automatons and God wants people to choose to worship Mesuggested that humans
were created immature rather than perfect and needed to grow and develop into
perfection. To understand and appreciate what good was, they ne&uledperience what
good was not (evilBut can this apply to the suffering of babies?

U St Augustine taught that evil was a lack of good. Evil happens when people do not choose to
do good and live according to the standards that God has set for themaé&oakding to
Augustineis not a thing in itself, but what is left over when there is no good present.

U Inthe Old Testament, Job is a good man who worships God and lives a good life. An
W1 R @S Sitdn MBofe téanslationgests Job to see how devatdie is and if he will turn
618 FTNRY D2R® D2R Ifft2g¢ga w20 (2 o0S GSaidSR
his wife, his children, his animals, his wealth and health, but does not lose his faith and is
finally rewarded by God.

Quotation

OAfter Job had prayed for his friends, the Lord restored his fortunes and gave him twice as
YdzOK & KS JKH2RO0OST2NE PE



COPING WITH SUFFERING

Keyldes9 At | YR &adzZFFSNAY3I IINB Fff F LING 2F D2RQ
Suffering is a test. (Eg. Job) Suffering is a punishment for sin.

i

Many people during the time of the New Testament believed that they were being punished

for their sins through illness and suffering.

Christianity teaches that God took human form and camearth as Jesus of Nazareth and

that he gave his life by dying on the cross because he was innocent of any sin and chose to

die for others in order for the sins of humans to be forgiven. Because of this, Christians

believe that God shared in human suifeg.

Prayer

When they are suffering, many Christians pray to God either alone or as part of a community

in order to give them the strength to get them through.

Roman Catholics and Orthodox Christians often pray &aitto intercede with God on

behalf of someone who is suffering throughayers of intercessionln other denominations

such as Church of England and Methodists, prayers of intercession for others are addressed
directly to God.

Christians accept that God doest always answer prayers in the way that they would like

him to, but that God chooses the best for them.

ly SEIFYLIXS 2F FIAGK GF1{AYy3 Fglé& GKS &dzF FSNM
Jesus heals a paralysed man. He siagsl { S K S| MIy>a & 2WSTIVESRNEMIES v ® Q
8)

Quotations
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oFor just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort
2 @S NJF 2 Godnhigrss 1.5



SOURCES AND REASONS FOR MORAL BEHAVIOUR

Key IdeaFor Christians there are three main sources and reasons for moral behaviour: the Bible,
faith in Christ and consciend@oman Catholics would consider the teachings of the Church and the
Pope in addition to these.

U Christians believe that because Jesus willingly gave up his life and was free from sin, Jesus
set an example which they themselves should be prepared to follbv.ultimate sacrifice
of Jesus was made out of love for otharsl his death atoned for all of the sins of humanity
so that all those who have followed his teachings and accepted him as the Son of God would
now have the opportunity to reach heaven wherethdie.

U Aswell & F2ff26Ay3a GKS ¢Sy /2YYlIYRYSydGa IyR WS¢
Mount (The Beatitudes), Christians also follow the two Great Commandmevitak 12:29
31 quotationbelow)

U ! y20KSNJ a2dzNOS 2F Y2NIl € 3FdzZARFYOS F2NJ / KNR A
teachings because as the Son of God, they believe he spoke and acted in the right way. For
this reason, Christians migtry to work out the right thing to do by iagining what Jesus
would do in the same circumstances. Eg. Christians may read in the gospels how Jesus tried
to help those who were suffering. In order to follow his example, a Christian may take up an
occupation as a doctor or nurse to help others.

U People often say that theynow what to and whatnot to do because they are following
their conscience, which some say may have developed based on their upbringing.

U alye /KNRaGAlIYya aleée GKFEG 2dz2NJ wO2yaOASyOoSQ A

U Humansts also believe in a conscience but they do not believe that it comes from God.

Quotations
GLT lFye2yS g2dZd R 02YS I FGSN)I YSE KS YdzaMarkRSy e F
8:34
oHear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord islane the Lord your God with all your heart and
GAOK |ff @2dz2NJ a2dzA FyR gAGK |ff @2dz2NJ YAYR | YR
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Good and Evit Practice Exam Questions

Question 1
a) What ismeant byredemption? (1 mark)
by 2 KId Aa YSFEyd o0& GKS GSNY W2NARAIAAYI T aAyQK ¢
c) Describe Christian beliefs about God being good. (3 marks)
d) Explain how Christians respond to the idea that a loving God allows evil and suffering to exist
in the world. (6 marks)
e) A{FAESNAY I Aa Ol (HandrksDiscss thiKstatementdyod shauld include
different supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity
in your answer.
Question 2
a) What is meant by conscience? (1 mark)
b) Suggest twaauses of evil in the world. (2 marks)
c) Give three ways in which Christians might try to behave morally. (3 marks)
d) Explain why a Christian might say that suffering is a necessary part of hien€é marks)
e) G, 2dz aK2dzZ R 2yf e KS{Sd KASRAIAS/, AN Deididytiassr £ of m v &
statement. You should include different supported points of view and a personal viewpoint.
You must refer to Christianity in your answer.
Question 3
a) What is meant by the Fall? (1 mark)
b) State two things that Chrigtns believe about the nature of evil. (2 marks)
c) Describe the difference between moral and natural evil. (3 marks)
d) Explain whatChristians might do to help them cope with suffering. (6 marks)
e) aD2R Olyy2( LINBZSYy (i & dzFfstagiNdny ¥wdshould maiudeY | NJ a 0

different supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity
in your answer.



Part D¢ Self Assessment

Level 1 | A weak answer
1-2 /§\ | have given a simple answeith a smallamount ofrelevant information
marks '9‘ I havelisted someanswers buwith little description, explanation or analysis.
outof6 | A 1have madeuite a fewmistakes in spelling, grammand punctuation
Level 2 | A satisfactoryanswer
3-4 /§\ | have given someelevant information without detail
marks '9‘ | havegiven some description, explanation or analysis to support my answer.
outofe | A | havepresented my answer with some organisation.
6 | have referred tcChristian teachings in my answer.
A | have used some specialist religimrphilosophical words, and used some of them
_ correctly.
A | have a few mistakes in spelling, grammar and punctuation
Level 3 | Agoodanswer
7-9 é\ | have selected relevant information and developed it properly
marks | A | havegiven a fairly completand full description, explanation or analysis to support
outof6 | _ My answer.
6 | havepresentedmy answer properlyn a well structured format.
A | have referred tcChristianity anchavegiven a full explanation of why the teachisy
_ selectedig/are important.
A | haveregularlyused specialist religious or philosophical words, and used them
_ correctly.
A | have made a few mistakes in spelling, grammar and punctuation




Part Ec Self Assessment

Essay topicltitle:
Level | A weak answer
! é | havegiven a simple answer without relevant information
1-3 e\ | have given an opinion that is inappropriate or without evidence
marks | A | have madeuite a fewmistakes in spelling, grammand punctuation.
out of
12
Level | A limited answer
° 6 | have given someelevant information without detall
4-6 A 1 have put forward my opinion with a little bit of explanation
marks | A | have stated at least one viewpoint with some limited argument or discussion.
out of é\ | have thought a bit about the best way to organise my answer
12 e\ | have vaguelreferred toChristianity in my answer
A | have used some specialist religious or philosophical words, and used some of the
_correctly.
A | have a few mistakes in spelling, grammar and punctuation
Level | Acompetentanswer
3 é\ | haveselected relevant information and developed it properly
7-9 A | have given my own pai of view in an appropriate way.
marks | A | have discussenhore than one different viewpoint and explained their importance.
out of A | have given reasons/evidence to back up the points of vl mention
12 A | have structured my answer properly
A | have referred taChristian teachings and explaintir relevance and importance.
A | have used specialist religious or philosophical words, and used most of them corr
A | have madeccasionaistakes in spelling, grammar and punctuation
Level | Agoodanswer
‘ é | have shown that | understand the significance of the issue raised
1012 é\ | have given my own, appropriate, point of view, and properly backed it up with reaj
marks | A | hawe discussednd analysedeveral different points of viem detail
out of A | have explained the relevant reasons/evidence supporting each point of view
12 A 1 have justified my evaluation of the issue
A | have presented my answer in a clear and organised way
A | have referred tepecific Christian teachings and analysed explainedtheir relevance
_and importance
A | have correctly used specialist religious or philosophical words
A | have made hardly any mistakes in spelling, grammar and punctuation




